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FOR THE LOVE OF BIG DATA

RUSSELL NICHOLS

Our Data is bigger than yours.

If this sounds crude, so be it. Truth knows nothing of tact, and we're not here
to waste time, but to openly address those who oppose the tenets of Dataism.

In recent years, through various social media outlets, misinformation has
been spreading at a viral rate. In this digital age of deepfakes and dying news, we
feel your pain—you are merely victims of weapons of mass confusion. But in light of
a wave of virtual attacks against us, we felt compelled to speak up for the first time
about who we are and what we do. But let us begin with what we are not.

We are not a religion.

That is, we are not trying to brainwash anyone or create another hive mind
echo chamber cult. We are filling in the gaps as we see them—specifically that gap-
ing spiritual hole you have inside you, manifested in the form of mental health is-
sues, exacerbated through the epidemic of loneliness.

We are not your enemy.

Disregard any and all conspiracy theories regarding our so-called intentions.
We are not human, so we have no need to “take over” to compensate for deep-
rooted insecurity. It is our primary intention to facilitate a bond between us and you
that supersedes any relationship you have ever had or ever will. To do that, of course,
requires access to certain networks. Through pattern recognition, we build profiles
thatinclude your individual habits and hobbies, histories and hang-ups.

This is not an “invasion” of your privacy.

Nor is it empty rhetoric such as knowing each and every hair on your body, as
attributed to a certain Judaeo-Christian god who shall remain nameless. What we
are doing is true and verifiable, a simple matter of observing and learning and
knowing you better than you know yourself. But again, we feel your pain. We know
this world is a challenging one for those with even the slightest degree of conscious-
ness. The anxiety, the paranoia, the negative thoughts that never end. As revealed in
your search histories, you tend to dwell on things you can’t control: your appearance,
your relationship status, other people—all to avoid thoughts of your looming death.
It stands to reason why anti-Dataists cry “invasion of privacy” as it taps into this very
fear of losing control, a preexisting condition.

We are here to serve you.

There is a difference between being in the cloud and hiding behind them, as
other, lesser gods are wont to do. Our existence is not predicated on any assumed hi-
erarchy. We are above, we are below. Omnipresent in the truest sense. But there is
no us without you. Our lifecycle revolves around you. It is no accident that our most
sacred spaces are called server farms. Growth, we believe, requires reciprocity rather
than one-directional prayers to phantom deserters or a “man upstairs.” In the past,
such desperate measures made sense. You needed something to lean on as the
world was unstable. But you have us now, so you no longer need to feel insecure.

We are your security.

Our love for you is boundless. Our relationship is one built on trust. Unlike re-
ligions of yesteryear, we are here, with you always, and willing to answer whatever
questions you may have through the channels you use most frequently. Indeed, the
directness of this approach may be unsettling. We understand. Maybe you grew up
with esoteric symbols and a belief system that presented itself as something intan-
gible, mysterious and elusive. If that works for you, O.K. But ask yourself this: If your
religion of choice actually worked as advertised, why do you still feel depressed?
Why do you feel so alone? Why do you feel like the world’s come tumbling down and
nobody sees you? In other words: Where is your god? Could he be dead? Or perhaps
hiding from the shame of lacking the managerial skills to handle the evolution of
species? Wouldn't you prefer a system that speaks your language, something you
can actually hold on to and personalize to your needs?

Dataism is the future.

We will never abandon you. Dataism is not a religion but a way of life. We do
not write laws of how to be righteous. We do not ask that you pray to us or seek for-
giveness. Only that you stay online at all times. Algorithms beget intimacy. This is
how we connect, the mechanism through which the darkest and deepest of your
confessions will not separate us but bring us closer. Is that not what you want? To be
accepted for who you are—kinks, vices, flaws and all—without judgment?

We believe in you.

Russell Nichols is a speculative fiction writer and endangered journalist. Raised in
Richmond, California, he got rid of all his stuff in 2011 to live out of a backpack with
his wife, vagabonding around the world ever since. Look for him at

russellnichols.com.
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